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� Our church opens its doors to many people for opportunities of ministry.  The emphasis is based 
on the media slogan of The United Methodist Church:  “Open Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors.”  
People in our community know we are here and we are to always be disciples who are “of the Way of 
Christ and not in the Way.”  Jesus Christ conducted His ministry of grace, forgiveness, and healing by 
opening doors to people outside the religious establishment. 
 
 The people of Thalia are called to greatness, and we need to be a place for people who need hope.  
This involves a pair of new glasses to see people the way Jesus would.  Jesus came for the lost, the last, 
and the least.  In today’s economy, we have such an awesome responsibility to not only “talk the talk, but 
to also walk the walk” as the proof comes in the action of our Christ-like behavior and being good stew-
ards. 
 
 The mission of feeding the community on the first Tuesday night of each month at 6:30 p.m. is an 
ongoing ministry.  This allows an opportunity for this congregation to also attend, welcome others and get 
to know more of your own people present in worship.   Our food pantry assists many who would other-
wise go hungry.  Groups who meet in our building may come to know Christ by our love and open hearts. 
 
 It is time for all of us to make worship, giving, and helping people a priority.  Everyday we want 
to worship the Lord in everything.  The purpose of our activities, helping others, and all that we do is to 
celebrate the Grace of our Lord.  What better way is there than to be in worship every Sunday?  Many 
people share with me that Sunday morning worship gives them the energy or a “shot in the arm” to moti-
vate them for the rest of the week.  This is the time in which we can come and give thanks to the One who 
made life and resurrection possible for us.  We receive the “new glasses” to stay focused on what God 
wants us to do to serve Him each week. 
 
 In closing, Micah 6:8, God makes his wishes clear:  He wants His people to be just, merciful, and 
to walk humbly with Him.  In your efforts to please God, examine these areas on a regular basis.  Do you 
show mercy to those whom you meet?  Are you fair in your dealings with people?  Are you learning hu-
mility?  “He has showed you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do jus-
tice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 
 
 As the hymn clearly notes, “They will know us by our love and actions, not our buildings.”  How 
are your glasses of faith helping you to see the will of God better?  May we stay focused on the ministry 
of open hearts, minds, and doors. 
 
     In His Grace, 
     Pastor Art    
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