Pastor’'s Message

In a few weeks many of our students will be graduating, and we applaud their accomplishments.
Vicki and | wish all the graduates much success and happiness in their new adventures. We know
God will bless them and be with them every step of the way.

Springtime is all around us, and we see nature at her loveliest. The buds and blossoms open upon
the warmth of the sun, and it is a time for all Christians to be thankful for what God has done in His
only Son, Jesus Christ. God has enriched our lives and is constantly with us in the presence of the
Holy Spirit. We need to always keep our eyes open for the gifts of God’s Spirit around us. Thanks
be to God!

On May 31%, we will celebrate Pentecost, which is the Greek name for the Jewish harvest festival
of “Shavuoth,” which means fifty. This day occurs fifty days after the Jewish Passover and for
Christians, it is fifty days after the Resurrection of Jesus. When the first followers of Jesus were in
Jerusalem celebrating this Jewish festival, the descent of the Holy Spirit came upon everyone.
There were tongues of fire on people’s heads and although everyone spoke a different language,
unity and understanding was the order of the day. On that day Peter delivered a message to turn
back to God and be baptized, about 3,000 followers accepted. They spent their time learning from
the apostles, and they were like family to each other. They also broke bread and prayed together
(Acts 2:41-42). Red is the color for Pentecost — let’s all wear red to church on May 31.

Pentecost was a unifying event in which God’s Holy Spirit was given to all who believed. We need
to continue to be in unity and prayer for each other as we continue to follow God’s will for Thalia.

This spring may we pray together thankfully, joyfully, with Open Hearts, Open Minds, and Open
Doors. May we be ready to receive whatever God wishes us to experience. “In the last days, | will
give my Spirit to everyone. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see
visions, and your old men will have dreams” (Acts 2:17).

With the descent of the Holy Spirit, the earliest Christian Church was born. Thanks be to God that
we can be born again by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Shalom,
Pastor Art

God First
Listen To Your Hea
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The Gift Of His Son Has Been
Given. Pass It On.
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