
  
 Recently I was returning from a retreat in Blackstone, Va. and had the idea to take 
Route 40 as a shortcut to Route 460.  It was raining and about 9pm.  This road was very 
dark and it was difficult to see due to the lack of street lights and cloudy skies.  Darkness 
was overtaking my peace and leading to an increase of anxiety.  Comfort came in the 
glimpse of light from a country church or illumined cross.  
 
 “The whole world waits in December darkness for a glimpse of the Light of 
God” (Ann Weems: Kneeling In Bethlehem).  Friends, the Light of the World has come in 
Jesus Christ. Yet, still some peer into the December darkness without any hope of seeing 
the Light. I believe we need to open our eyes for the appearance of the Christ Child.  The 
Emmanuel, (God with us)is real. How will you see differently this year? The Bible informs 
us that it was the humble shepherds who first saw the Light.  Maybe this year we can  
humble ourselves and be awakened to the new possibilities of the Season of Christmas.  
“Oh God, give me the humbleness of those shepherds, who saw in the cold December 
darkness, the coming of Light, the advent of love.” (Ann Weems: Kneeling in Bethlehem) 
 
 This year at Thalia may we experience our advent in the numerous gathering of 
friends, the choir’s cantata, “And Glory Shone Around,” the children’s Christmas program, 
caroling and attending worship.  Do not excuse yourselves by busy schedules, but look for 
the Light and see this gift God has provided.  Maybe in the excitement and rush of the    
season we might even hear the brush of angel wings and comprehend that Christmas peace 
will be granted when we look inside ourselves and confront our own darkness. 
 
 The best gift has been given by God in the person of Jesus Christ. Our sins are     
forgiven. Should we withhold forgiveness for others?  The Light is shining in the darkness. 
“Open the eyes of my heart.  I want to see Jesus.” How about you?  Get up shepherds and 
run to the Light. “And the shepherds returned from Bethlehem, glorifying and praising 
God” (Matthew 2:20). 
 
 It is time to praise God! 

Merry Christmas 
Pastor Art 
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“THE GIFT of LIFE” 
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CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS 
 

If you picked up a stocking for Wesley Com-
munity Center, please fill it and return it  by 
December 6th.  Thank you for sharing your 

Christmas spirit with others. 
 

United Methodist Women 
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The LAST WORD  
From the Associate Pastor  

 
 “Why are we here?”   This age old question was addressed in a book I read for the United Method-
ist Women’s reading program.  A paragraph in that book asked the above question, and also gave some 
insight.  According to John Muth, 
 
 “There is only one important time — NOW!! 
 The most important  person—is the one you are with. 
 The most important thing—is to do good for the person standing by your side.” 
 
 This last statement IS why we ARE here!!!  How different our world would be if we lived by that 
statement!  Perhaps, we’d recall words of Norman Vincent Peale:  “The best thing you have to give is 
youself.” 
 
 In these past (almost) 2 years, you have given me many wonderful gifts as you shared yourself, 
your time, space, stories, but especially your faith!  You made me feel that you trusted me enough to open 
your heart’s door and let me “peek in” — open enough to share your joy, sorrow, but most especially, your 
friendship!  THANK YOU for that honor! 
 
 This is my final newsletter article as your “Part-time” Associate Pastor.  We’ve been through valleys  
of “the shadow of the death,” loss of jobs, uncertainty of surgeries, and we’ve been thru mountaintops of 
communions, meals, worship and much prayer—for ourselves, our families, our church, and our world.  As 
the New Year unfolds, I pray that, as Abraham Lincoln has written:  “...we’ll put faith in ‘the better angels of 
our nature’.”  
 
 Why not make that your resolution:  “Look for the ‘better angel’” in each person whose life 
touches yours.  Imagine!!  What a difference you could make—at home, at work, in school, and especially 
in THALIA CHURCH!  Give it a try—maybe it’ll become a habit! 
 
 Thank you again for the privilege of serving here for the past 22 months.  You may notice my      
absence beginning January 2010.  Do not be concerned, or Biblically speaking, “Fear not!”  I am giving us 
all some space to make the necessary transition of shifting back to one pastor.  Then, when I return, in 
about three months, I can do as I first did 7 years ago—come in quietly, as a United Methodist pastor—
retired.  I will always cherish the honor of having been one of your pastors ‘for a season.’  I will always re-
member the joy of being your friend, which will continue!  
 
 My love and prayers to you at Christmas, and in the New Year!!  GODBLESSALL! 

Elinor Ritchie Dalton 



�
 An exciting transformation is planned for Missions at 
Thalia in 2010 everyone is invited to participate. 
 
     Jesus calls us to be His witness in Jerusalem (Virginia 
Beach), in all Judea (Virginia) and Samaria (United States) and 
to the ends of the earth (World).  With that call in mind we feel 
that Thalia should offer mission opportunities that address suf-
fering and issues in all areas.  In this way people who feel a 
specific call to work locally will be able to join others at Thalia 
with similar callings and those that are lead in other directions 
will also have opportunities. 
 
 The current “working” Mission Plan for 2010 includes 
incorporating our geographical outreach to address suffering in 
four areas (themes): 

1. Homelessness 
2. Hunger 
3. Disaster Relief 
4. Human Trafficking 

Some projects will address multiple areas of suffering, such as 
Thalia’s involvement with JCOC (Homelessness and Hunger). 
 
 At this time we are not planning an international    
mission trip for 2010 but a series of local, state or regional 
short trips that will also serve as “team building” activities.  
One example of such an activity is a trip to Ashland, VA, Feb-
ruary 10-13, 2010 to help in the building of a UMC Heart   
Havens Home. 
 
 We do not plan to eliminate any existing mission   
projects.  We do, however, want to expand and enhance      
important projects that fit into the four themes for 2010 such as 
Stop Hunger Now, JCOC, and the Thalia Food Pantry.  We 
would like to also develop a new “WOW” project that could 
generate renewed enthusiasm, possibly in the area of fighting 
human trafficking.  Please contact Dan Cott or Eric Granlund 
with you suggestions and ideas. 
 
      Funding for mission projects is and will continue to be 
a challenge.  Some feel that the cost of each mission trip or 
project should be calculated and included in the Thalia 
“spending plan”.  While the committee agrees that this        
approach would be best, we feel that in the current financial 
climate it will be necessary to participate in fund raising events 
to be able to support most of our mission endeavors.  Thalia 
needs us all to support these efforts. 
 
 Our vision is that mission projects and initiatives 
should be integrated through the Program Council to involve 
the entire congregation by helping develop themes and projects 
that can be addressed in Sunday School, VBS and Sunday  
worship. 
 
Here is a list of some of the ideas that are being considered: 
 1. Getting a list of people in our congregation that 
need help around the house and develop a team to help them.
 2. Find out who in our congregation is struggling fi-
nancially and provide help with meals. 
 3. Reach out to people in Thalia’s neighborhood by 
offering to help them.  It was suggested that we get a group 
together and just go knock on doors and offer to rake leaves for 
free. 4.Thanksgiving baskets for the needy for 2010 
Please contact Eric or Dan with your ideas. 

����

CHILDREN AND YOUTH  
 

December brings a host of activities for our children and 
youth.  We are teaming with Missions to provide holiday 
baskets and co-host Thalia’s Annual Christmas Caroling. 
Check out our events and come join us! 

 
Youth & Missions would like to thank 
everyone for your continued generosity 
during the holidays. We delivered 4 
Thanksgiving baskets.  We will be hand-
ing out Christmas baskets and are asking 
for names of families that may need a bas-
ket.   All information is kept confidential.  

Baskets will be delivered on Dec 18th.   Names must be sub-
mitted by Dec 12th. 
 
UMY Progressive Christmas dinner and Lock-In on Satur-
day, December 5th.  Meet at the Church @ 5:00 pm.  Bring 
sleep gear, an item for our food baskets, and a snack for the 
common table.  I heard the flamingos will be flying that night 
so bring a warm jacket!!  This event is open to all youth in 
grades 6-12.  Sign-up on the Youth board. 
 
Youth & Missions are co-hosting the an-
nual Christmas caroling on Saturday, De-
cember 19th.  The fun starts at 5:00 pm 
with a Soup Bar and from there we head 
out to carol for our shut-ins.  Drinks, 
crackers, & caroling supplies will be pro-
vided by your Hosts. 
 

The Christmas program on Sunday, Dec 
20th will make your heart smile!!  Our 
children are working on recitations, solos, 
and a special production of “Double 
Take”.  We’ve got Gabriel (not Gabri-
elle), a Livestock Chorale, and even a 
Christmas star!  Following the program, 
we will have “cookie reception” and hand 
out gifts to all the children ages baby 

through high school.  We don’t want to miss any children so 
parents, please register your child by Dec 13th. 
 
ATTENTION CHILDREN :  The Children’s Fellowship 
will host a “Sleep Over” on Friday, December 11th from 6:30 
pm to 8:30 am. for all children in grades K-5.   It’s going to 
be an “adventure” so bring your sleeping bags & pillows, 
pennies, 1 item for our holiday baskets, flashlights, and a 
friend.  Registration for this event is a must!!!   Registration 
sheet is on the Children’s board.  Deadline to register is 
Sunday, Dec 6th. 
 
It’s going to be a busy season so please remember to make 
time each day to talk to God. 
 
    Shine brightly! 
    Ms Cathy 
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